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AVANTI

One of the most polarizing car designs of all times, the Studebaker Avanti is either loved or hated. Designed

under Raymond Loewyd s di r etche oAvanti would become Studebaker 6:¢
quickly headed to oblivion. In a strange twist of fate, the car would outlive the company, and has been called

AThe Car That Woul dndt Diel!o

By the 196006s Studebaker was 195nsaldsevarpetweenrrardand Goévroleti f f i
gutted sales, and the release of the Ford Falcon and Chevy Corvair in 1960, took sales from Studeb a k er 6 s
economic Lark, which was the companyds bread and but:t
done in the past: design a sleek car based on off the shelf components and cross their fingers. Famed
industrial designer Raymond Loewy wouldcome t o t he company6s aid once mor e

Studebakerds president , L9dwgandpecuhdetgnbte design ancelegarnt sports e d
coupe, something to get the press talking and people in the show rooms. Loewy accepted under the terms that
he and his team could work in privacy (at his home in Palm Springs, California) and free from any interference.
Loewy and his company of gifted designers did everything from cigarette packaging to locomotives. His
company had previously designed the 1953 Studebaker Starlight Coupe, considered one of the most beautiful
cars ever.

Work on the Avanti began in 1961, and the initial designs were ready in just over a month. The body, being
made from fiberglass ( by the same company that made the Chevy Corvette body), required a stiff frame, so
the Lark convertible frame was used, and a carefully concealed roll bar helped stiffen things up top. The
suspension was tweaked for better handling, and Bendix disc brakes were used in the front, a novelty for an



Americancarint he 196006s. St u-fl mdvidek power, arl@duld leeihad With a supercharger.

The standard engine model s wehar g&Rd 6vevi $thoRR 4AO0RHP, wit thk
development by Paxton (they provided the superchargers) led to an R3 version with 335 HP, which only 9 cars

were built in 1964. R4 and R5 versions were also planned but were not produced. The Avanti was quick and

saf e bystahdarfsO 6 s

In 1962, the first cars came off the production lines with ill-fitting body panels, which delayed the cars from
reaching the dealers. This coupled with a starting price in the range of the Ford Thunderbird and new Buick
Riviera kept sales low, only 1200 were sold in 1962 and a further 4600 in 1963. Of course, the biggest issue
was Studebaker was a dying company and who wanted to by a soon to be orphan?

After Studebaker closed its doors, Nathan Altman and his business partner Leo Newman decided to revive
what they felt was an incredible car. No one in Detroit, not even American Motors showed any interest. The
duo made the investment to build the car themselves as the Avanti Motor Company, and the first car, a 1965
model would be the Avanti Il. These cars were powered by Chevrolet 327 ci V-8s and had the bodies slightly
modified with smaller front wheel openings. The engine would change with GM engine changes (327 to 350,
etc.). The car would remain in production until 2006, through a series of different company owners. The final
owner, Michael E. Kelley, was arrested in December 2006 on fraud counts related to an alleged Ponzi

scheme, forcing the company to close its doors for good.

Iss AVANTI COU PE AMT, Aurora and Palmer all offered the Avanti in 1/32 and 1/25 scale.

The Aurora kit had beautiful box art, typical of the era, and, along with

the Palmer Kkit, is pretty rare. AMT offered both a 1/25 scale and a

simpler 1/32 scale kit. The 1/25 kit is difficult to build but is a pretty

accurate rendition. This kit has been offered multiple times through the

years and most recently in 2012. My first experience with the Avanti was

: in 1975 when | bought an AMT Modern Classics kit. | was all of 7 years
O, old, and needless to say, I coul dnot

The Prestige series added several extras like trophies and rope

stanchions to display the completed
model as if at a car show. This series cameoutinthel at e 198006s.
Millennium series came tousin 20 0 O , but di dnot of fer

just different box art. The latest kit has some parts restored from the first
issue back in 1965. All feature opening doors and multiple build options.

The 1/32 scale kit has been announced for release later this year.

YEAR 00 SPECIAL EDITION - 1:25 SCALE MO

(o) 1963 STUDEBRAER AVANT
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FROM THE PRESIDENT by Rockne Riddlebarger

Greeting Model Citizens! |l ve spent most of the | ast mont |
deadline for this newsletter snuck up on me. I 61l just say
contest night withtheth e me of ATV and Movie Carsodo. Try to bring an ide

VP VIEWS by Randy Wilson

I hope your month of August was as fun as mine. Any month with 5 Fridays, 5 Saturdays and 5 Sundays has a way to
make anyone smile. | sold models at the swap meets at Edgewater and Kilkare drag strips and then parked next to the
drag strip in Bristol Tennessee for the Night Races this month.

We need to come up with a great theme for CC20, ANY ideas will be heard.

WI NNERG6 S Gycitetpderson

Hey Guys, its September already and the theme is Movie & T.V. Cars. Everyone should have at least one in their
coll ection. I dondét think | am the only one who buys those
Year contest, besides the same kit night. See Y@ll Monday.

FROM THE EDITOR by Mike Jinkens

Labor Day already! Summer flew by and the busiest model month of the year, October, is right around the corner.
¢tKSNBQa | o6dd1 GKIG GKS ¢2tSR2 oy2¢ {ef obyaK8as2sSRE/
events at one time, bubave seen a dwindling attendance trend recently. Reasons? More trading on the internet, the
O02aid 2F FRYA&AaAA2YSX (KS SO2y2Yes SiO0OoddL R2Yy QU KI @S Gf
understand why the NNL would fade awifithe toy fair dies. It is an event ran by a club not unlike what we do for the
Challenge, The HMCA guys do for their show, and every other club that does a contest. Get a room and tables, contac
vendors, print up flyers and hope for the best. That Mighd SSY AAYLX AAGAOX o6dzi SaasSyi’

At the August meeting, we had 26 people in attendance and 10 cars on the table. Several guys had kitSfacesle.
Cheeks took the Rat Roaster home from the raffle, and for door prizes Edwgota Lindberg 34 Ford P/U kit and Jim
Hamilton a Dodge Stealth.
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CUSTOMS s'Rockne Edsel Rahero 2WI YS& bSgYly QRpckne DoddelRafipahe 0
STRAIGHTLINE COMPWA Y | | YA f (i ®RobiBicamph f R & H

COMPETITION OTHER Robb 86 Ford Modified ? Robb #41 Gremlin Modified

BEGINNERS® Hannah SchneideQp n / KS@& t A O dzLJ

COMMERCIAL st 3im Hamilton GMC ASTRO 9%' Rbbb Jack Daniels Truck™ Robb 1938 Harley Police bike
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CONTEST RESULTS AND PHOTOS FROM THE AUGUST MEETING

Theme Award Curtis Epperson Black Widow.
1st Jim Wilkens 57 Chevy 2 Stacy Cheeks 57 Ford 3rd Jim Wilkens 57 Ford

Jim Wilkens

Jim Wilkens
151

3rd

Bill Bench

Bill Owen
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KIT REVIEW

IN THE GARAGE

Revell has really surprised me (and many others?)
by re-issuing one of their vintage Chevy kits. This
bad-bco yoesgroebsck w ady s, bhate keentree 1 9
popped several times through the years, but this
time they added some cool Ed Roth graphics. It is
also a kit with the notoriety of being called
Guwnascicep tab huebdnibyasiSelal e A
1°9:8(2¢y (it cheenyparddin di SaChevosmpran i €0
was so difficult to build, it probably turn many e
enthusiastic buildcesrasay @w any hofbr. omtst h ¢ »
rough!

The kit features opening doors, trunk and hood, has
a multi-piece engine block as opposed to the usual 2
piece ones, multiple build options including a gasser
version with a straight axle and those cool decals. The chrome tree is nicely plated but mine looks to be warped slightly.
The tires look like they came from a 1966 Mustang kit, the original tires were the dreaded two piece jobs. Oddly, there are
no slicks for the gasser version. Has Revell worked the tooling to make this kit more builder friendly? One way to find
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