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 Once General Motors launched the Chevrolet Blazer in 1969 ( and 

GMC Jimmy in 1970) the gloves had come off for a battle of who 

would rule the off-roading market. Jeep held the market quite well 

with the CJ-5 and Commando, with competition coming from the 

Ford Bronco and International Scout. The Bronco also sold well, and 

the Scout held its own considering the limited number of dealerships 

that International had. The GM twins were new, shared mechanicals 

with the pick-up truck line and were bigger than their rivals. GM was 

on to something. 

 Chrysler would introduce the Dodge Ramcharger in 1974 along with 

the Plymouth Trailduster. These too were pick-up truck based and could be had from very basic (just a driver’s seat) to 

fully optioned. Jeep would introduce the new Cherokee in 1974. Essentially a two door version of the Grand Wagoneer, it 

would replace the Commando. Jeep would also be the first to refer to this vehicle as a ‘Sport Utility Vehicle’ as opposed to 

calling it a stationwagon or off-roader. The Cherokee was also pick-up truck based, with commonality with the Jeep J-10. 

Ford kept producing the Bronco, but after 11 years, the design was showing it’s to age.1978 would see a new pick-up 

truck based Bronco and the old one put to pasture.  

 So, in 1978, all of the major 

automobile manufacturers had a full 

sized sport utility. The market was 

booming for these vehicles, these 

were the new muscle car. On the down side, these off-roading beasts loved to 

drink gasoline, and their prices would creep up too. A recession didn’t help 

matters either. 1980 would see the end of International Scout production, caused by mismanagement and a devastating 

UAW strike. The cost of gas was on the increase. Sales began to slip for anything considered a gas guzzler, imported 

cars began to really take over the US market place. 

 As popularity was waning for the larger vehicles, GM introduced the S-10 Blazer and S-15 Jimmy in 1982. These were 

based on the small S-10/ S-15 pick-up truck and were powered by either a 2 liter 4 cylinder or 2.8 Liter V6. Ford showed 

up with the Bronco II in 1983, powered by a 2.8 liter V6. Jeep replaced the large Cherokee with a smaller version powered 

by either a 2.5 liter 4 cylinder, or a GM sourced 2.8 Liter V6. The Jeep 4 cylinder produced nearly the same amount of 

horsepower as the V6. The Cherokee surpassed its rivals with by having offering either 

two or four door body styles. The GM V6 would be replaced by an AMC built inline 6 

producing over 170 HP in 1987.  

 These smaller SUV’s became the most popular vehicles of the 1980’s and 1990’s.  The 

Jeep Cherokee was AMC’s best seller, and probably the sole reason Chrysler was 

interested in buying the assets of the dying AMC. Chrysler didn’t have a smaller SUV in 

the works, and relied on the Mitsubishi built Montero, renamed Dodge Raider, 

introduced in 1987.  
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 The European auto makers were befuddled by the American love affair with the SUV, 

and would not really offer anything until the late 1990’s, although Mercedes had the 

expensive G-Wagen and there was the also expensive Range Rover as well. Several 

Japanese companies were already building SUVs for other markets and rushed these 

designs here for a piece of the pie. Isuzu brought over the Trooper II, Mitsubishi had the 

Montero, Toyota had the 4runner, Nissan the Pathfinder, and Suzuki the Samurai. 

Neither Honda nor Mazda did not have a vehicle to initially offer, and would rely on 

rebadged products from other manufacturers, although Honda would introduce the CR-V 

in 1997 and it would become a best seller for the company. The Trooper and Montero 

were tall and narrow, but were capable off road. The Toyota and Nissan products were 

based on their pick-up truck line and sold very well. The exchange rate with the 

Japanese yen and US dollar could make these new vehicles quite expensive, but they all 

seemed to sell quite well. The Samurai was the smallest of these vehicles, and was 

cheap. It was powered by a small 4 cylinder, and not very quick on pavement, but proved to be a capable the off roader. 

Ironically, most people never took their SUV’s off road. 

 The Samurai was also the target of a Consumer Reports article condemning its handling and supposed ease of rolling 

over. Suzuki disputed these accusations and successfully sued the magazine. GM took notice of the Samurai’s popularity 

and would by a controlling interest in Suzuki and Isuzu. With these two companies and with a shared factory with Toyota, 

would produce the GEO line of cars. Through GEO, GM would introduce the 1987 Tracker, another small SUV based on 

Suzuki mechanicals. Really an updated Samurai, the Tracker sold very well due to its low price and decent fuel efficiency. 

The Tracker survived as a Chevrolet after GEO fizzled out.  

As the 1990’s rolled into the 2000’s, SUV’s continue to be the dominate sellers at 

the dealerships. Suzuki and Isuzu would leave the US market, after GM sold its 

shares off, and neither company had any manufacturing facilities here. Sizes 

began to grow, and the older Blazer, Ramcharger, and Bronco names faded 

away and replaced with Yukon, 

Durango, and Explorer, all of which 

sport a four door body style. The 

Cherokee would also disappear 

briefly replaced by the Liberty.  

 The Cherokee would be back in 2014, though quite a bit different than the 

boxy shape that was popular for so many years. Ford announced the return of 

a new reimagined Bronco, and not to be out done, Chevrolet is bringing back 

the Blazer in 2019.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT by Rockne Riddlebarger   

 

Greetings Model Citizens!  It is time we select a theme for CINCINNATI CHALLENGE 2019. As most of you know the event 

has been moved to MAY 4, 2019 so the date alone suggests “MAY THE FOURS BE WITH YOU” (all vehicles with four 

cylinder engines). It has also been 70 years since the production of a major style change for Ford in 1949. The ’49 Ford 

remains a popular car and model to this day. These are but two ideas, I’m sure you can all think of many more. Bring your 

nomination to the meeting on July 9. 

Of special note…..The August 13 meeting will be at WINTON WOODS PARK in the GREAT BLUE HERON SHELTER 

starting at 6pm. The shelter is reserved in the name of CAR and includes vehicular entry fees, just stop at the gate and tell 

them you’re with CAR at Great Blue Heron Shelter. Look for more detail elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

VP VIEWS by Dennis Tull        July Theme: Broncos, Blazers and Ramchargers; 1st SUV’s 

 A second chance for all those unfinished “same kit nite” Broncos from last year plus Chevys and Dodges to boot.  

All of these vehicles featured four wheel drive, 2 doors and a removable roof. The SUV world has gotten a lot more 

complex since the 60’s and 70’s. 



 MEETING NOTES by Kevin Belanger     

We had 25 members, 20 models, and 14 for just display  Elmore Craig has been reimbursed 2019 Scale model expo 
March 23-24. Contest winners are Robb 34 3 window Randy Wilson 53 Studebaker Allen McDonald Jet car. A model 
parts collection was donated on June 25 to car so bring your money  
 

WINNER’S CIRCLE by Curtis Epperson        

Hey Guys and Gals it's July already and the theme is Broncos, Blazers, and RamChargers- First SUVs. Scouts too. I was 
hoping to have a new Bronco & Blazer done and on the tables but no luck. I will have to dust something off if I get the time 
to. See Y'all Monday night. June winners: 1st Allen McDonald Formula Shell Jet car   2nd  Randy Wilson ‘53 Studebaker  
3rd  Robb Suede ’34 3 window. Theme Award Randy Wilson ‘53 Studebaker. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randy Wilson 
Allen McDonald 

Rob Shelby 

Rockne’s Salt Collection 



I’m saddened to say, but on July 1, 2018, we lost one of our 

club members and friend Al Richards. Big Al as he became 

known to many of us, was one nice guy, and man could he 

build a model car. He would often bring his son, Will, to the 

meetings, and often shake his head and say “That boy ain’t 

right” at Will’s shenanigans which generally cracked us all up. 

Al loved his pit bulls, too, as they were as much of his family as 

the wife and kids. Unfortunately, Al’s health had been in a 

decline over the years and he couldn’t make too many of our 

meetings. 

       Big Al, you’ll be missed... 

 

 

 

AUGUST 13 MEETING LOCATION 

GREAT PARKS of HAMILTON COUNTY 

WINTON WOODS – GREAT BLUE HERON SHELTER 

 Due to our regular meeting room’s 

unavailability in August 2018 we 

will be meeting at WINTON 

WOODS PARK in the GREAT 

BLUE HERON SHELTER. The 

shelter is reserved in the name of 

CAR and includes park entry fees 

for all attending. Stop at the entry 

gate and tell them you’re with CAR 

at Great Blue Heron Shelter and 

they will direct you to the location. 

The reservation starts at 6pm and 

ends at 8:30pm. A bathroom is 

located 300 feet from the shelter. 

This should be a fun alternative to 

meeting indoors. You may 

consider bringing a nonalcoholic 

beverage or snacks. There will 

also be some music a 1/24th scale 
roadway for model photos. If you 

have a couple of models that you 

would like to photograph, bring 

them along. We will also be having 

our regular business meeting and 

Theme Contest –JEEPS! C.A.R. 

has not had an outdoor meeting in 

more than two decades, this 

should be FUN! See you there! 

 



CINCINNATI AUTO REPLICAS MODEL CAR CLUB 

UPDATED MEETING SCHEDULE 

Meetings will be on 2nd Mondays at regular location except where noted. 

AUGUST 13, 2018 - Meet at Winton Woods Park, Great Blue Heron Shelter 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 - Meet on 3rd Monday due to room unavailability 

OCTOBER 8, 2018 

NOVEMBER 12, 2018 

DECEMBER 10, 2018 

JANUARY 14, 2019 

FEBRUARY 11, 2019 

MARCH 11, 2019 

APRIL 8, 2019 

APRIL 29, 2019 Moved ahead of CINCINNATI CHALLENGE 2019 

MAY 4, 2019 CINCINNATI CHALLENGE 

MAY 13, 2019 

JUNE 10, 2019 

 

 

WANTED:   

 Honda Odyssey featured in the Revell QuickSand kit, the Suzuki dirt bikes featured in the Revell Rough Riders or Off 

Road Adventure kits, the minibike from the Monogram Vandal kit. Also wanted  are the Husqvarna dirt bikes from the 

Husky Hauler and the go cart from the AMT ’63 Ford F-100.Willing to pay reasonable prices or trade for any of the above. 

Contact Liam at bllmccrry@Gmail.com or (513) 3444-1424 
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C.A.R. 2018 THEMES 

January 8 - Corvettes                                                     July 9 - Broncos,Blazers,RamCharger: first SUVs      

February 12 - Plymouth                                                  August13-Jeeps. 

March 12 - Dodge Brothers                                           September 17 - Chevy Impala  

April 3 - 100 Years of Ford Trucks.                               October 8 - Same Kit Night:  AMT 59 El Camino. 

May 14- Ford Torinos.                                                   November 12 - End of the Year contest  

June 11 - Bonneville Salt Flat cars                               December 10 - Pizza Party/ Gift Exchange.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

July 14, 2018                                 Ohio Valley Regional Model Show and Swap Meet 

                                                                        Sun Valley Community Center  

                                                             6505 Bethany Lane Louisville, KY 40272 

                                              Contact: Chris Baskett 502-438-8580 (between 11am and 9 pm please) 

                                                                     Email: info@derbycitymodelcarbuilders.com  

 

 

August 18, 2018                                  LMCC Model Car Contest and Swap Meet 

                                                                        Community Reformed Church   

                                                                   2501 S 19th St. Lafayette, IN 47909 

                                                  Contact: Bill Erdes 765-418-4236 or email: scubedu@comcast.net 

 

 

September 30, 2018                  Kentucky’s Largest Slot Car Show and Model Swap Meet 

                                                                   Paroquet Springs Conference Centre    

                                                        395 Paroquet Springs Drive Shepardsville KY 40165 

                                                                      Contact:Steve Crum 270-312-7900 

 

                                   
 

 

 

 

Newsletter: CARTimeseditor@aol.com             

Club: Cincinnatiautoreplicas.org 
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